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Our Mission:
Morgan Elementary School exists to help each unique child reach his or her full potential. We aim to
equip all children to:
●
●
●
●

Make responsible contributions within their communities, their country, and the global
society
Function productively in the world of technology and the world of work
Lead richly literate lives
Continue to grow in understanding and respect for themselves and others

A message from our principal, Mr. Tom Perry:
The first quarter came to an end, and report cards were distributed on October 25th. If
your child did not bring home a report card, please check with his/her teacher.
Parent-Teacher Conferences were held on October 24th and 29th. If you did not sign up for
a conference and would like one, please contact your child’s teacher.
3427 Chapel Road Hamilton, OH 45013
Website → http://morgan.rossrams.com/  

Phone: 513-738-1986
Fax: 513-738-0347
Find Morgan on Twitter → @MorganRossRams
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The Third Graders took the State Fall Reading Test on Monday, October 28th and
Wednesday, October 30th. The results will arrive in December, and we will send them
home after the winter break.
As we continue to provide a safe and secure environment for the students at Morgan, the
staff would like to remind you of a few procedures that will help ensure school safety and
security:
➔ All volunteers and visitors must enter the front doors of the Building except for the
end of the day dismissal.
➔ No parking in circle drive during morning drop off. If you want to walk your child to
the door, please park in the back parking lot.
➔ Student drop off is between 9:00 and 9:15 A.M. The doors will be unlocked at 9:00
and locked at 9:15. If you drop your child off after 9:14, please make sure he/she is
able to enter the doors. After 9:14 A.M., cones will be set up to block the circle and
students must enter the front door of the building.
➔ When picking up your child after school (including party days), please send in
a note letting us know who is picking up the student. If you call after 2:30 PM
we may not be able to notify your child that they will be picked up. (If
someone is picking up a student other than a parent or guardian, make sure
they are on the authorized pickup list.)
➔ When picking students up at dismissal time, parents need to park in the back
parking lot and enter door #12 in the back. The doors will unlock at 3:25 P.M.
➔ No animals are permitted in the building without permission from the office.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please give me a call at 738-1986.

Important Dates: November
Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Nov. 8
Nov. 14
Nov. 15
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 27-29

No School/Teacher Inservice
3rd Grade Music Program, 7:00 P.M. at RHS
COSI Visits Morgan
PTO Meeting
Bookmobile
Picture Make-up Day
Progress Report #2
No School - Thanksgiving Break

Beginning of December
Dec. 2-6
Dec. 9

PTO Santa Shop
Bookmobile
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Dec. 10

4th Grade Music Program, 7:00 P.M. at RHS

Students of the Week for October
Week of October 7: Alexis Wyant, Coleston Hoover, Maya Johnson, Emily Lykins, Eli Epperson, Jackson
Jones, Nolan Rice, Tilly Westrich, Lydia Day, Ava Cornelius, Emmitt Hautzenroeder, Sophia Staud, Joey
Hennessey, Sam Marsh, Landen Collins,Cooper Holmes, Bradley Coberly, Xavier Frazier
Week of October 14: Aida Monday, Urijah Robinson, Parker Wolford, Harper Deck, Leesel Aleson, Mia
Bailey, McKinlee Havlin, Chloe Klamo, Harper Counts, Ryker Keller, Colman O’Connor, Candace
Fathman, Landen Kennedy, Henry Dillingham, Michael McLain, Cooper Baum, Vera Fitterer, Braelynn
Elliott
Week of October 21: Kaylie Distler, Allie Wilkinson, Jackson Vanover, Pearl Fisher, Hayley Lierer,
Konnon Commins, Wyatt Watson, Rosie Ziepfel, Anna Kelley, Isaac Smith, Khloe Ledford, Nadia Kessen,
A.J. Armstrong, Abby Butz, Carson Spencer, Elizabeth Haun, Aria Epperson, Nora Berry, RJ Fliehman
Week of October 28: Kylie Minges, Kaylee Gognat, Jaedin Reid, Connor Day, Makenna Vangen, Eli
Chaney, Analyse Aleson, Leah Fraasman, Hannah Riesenberg, Lucas Frazier, Blake Owens, Kenadi
Taylor, Nathan Schuler, Katelyn O’Connor, Winnie Ziepfel, Jillian Turner, Wyatt McEldowney, Charlie
Flick

News from Preschool (Mrs. Byron and Ms. McClanahan)
Believe it or not, November has arrived! This month we will be focusing on topics that include
pumpkins, shapes, and Thanksgiving. Within these topics we will be addressing writing, letter
recognition and sounds, name writing, counting, patterning, and gross motor skills. Both
classrooms have a pumpkin science center where we have dissected a pumpkin to take a
closer look at the parts of a pumpkin. Students will be completing art projects based on
pumpkins, building with shapes, and Thanksgiving topic. Preschool will be graphing and
exploring the history of Thanksgiving.
We want to thank our room mothers and families for your continued support. Our students
had a great time at the Halloween parties. Make sure that your child has an extra set of
clothing here at school so if accidents occur, they can quickly change. Have a safe and fun
filled Thanksgiving break with your families.

News from Kindergarten (Mrs. Lomax, Mrs. Shoemaker)
October has come and gone so quickly! We would like to thank all our parents who were able
to help with the Fall Carnival and Halloween parties. We also enjoyed all the goodies during
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Red Ribbon Week.
The month of November also brings many exciting activities as one of our biggest KIndergarten
projects is here! TURKEYS!!! The Thanksgiving holiday is discussed with much emphasis on
family life/traditions. The Morgan kindergarteners are keeping the tradition of creating a family
turkey to be displayed for all to see. Please start bringing them in for all to enjoy! We politely
ask everyone to look, not touch as you view them.
The children are doing a nice job stretching out unknown words while reading. They are
learning many new songs to help them remember the letter sounds. Students are beginning to
stretch words during our daily writing/reading workshop time. We practice daily putting spaces
between our words and writing the best we can, then move on. We never stop as writers
because we can always add more details to our picture and more words in our stories. In Math,
we will begin Chapter 5. We will be learning more about addition problems.

News from 1st Grade (Mrs. Bittner, Mrs. Hughett, Mrs. Johnson,
Mrs. VanNatta)
November is the time where we start to actually enjoy more Fall like weather. Remember
that we do go out for recess as long as it is above 32 degrees, so make sure your child has a
coat to wear when they go out.
Reading: We are working hard on using our strategies more independently. We are starting
to do more AR quizzes with our book buddies, as well as trying some on our own. We are
working on comprehension strategies like making connections to the stories we read.
Writing: We are focusing on making sure we plan out a story with characters, a problem, and
a solution. We are working hard on trying to use more hunks and chunks to help us spell
words. We are using more details in our writing like people talking, moving, and feeling.
Math: We are working on subtraction strategies and using some more mental math ideas to
help us solve subtraction. We will be moving into place value where we will see how numbers
are groups of tens and ones. We will be counting and using numbers higher than 100. Please
continue to practice math facts at home with your child.
We are looking forward to Thanksgiving and learning about the past of our country. We have
a special guest coming to show us some old devices they used in the past like telephones and
radios. We will be learning about the holiday and how it was an important part of our history.
Science: We will be exploring animals and their habitats. We will be looking into four types of
habitats: rainforests, ocean, desert, and the arctic. We will learn how animals survive in each
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habitat and what makes them different. We will be looking at a lot more non-fiction books to
help us with that.
We hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving.

News from 2nd Grade (Mrs. Broering, Ms. Dorsey, Mrs. Hindery,
Mrs. Morehead)
Second grade has an exciting month ahead! We are going to have our famous Colonial Day November
26th where all second graders go back in time to experience a day in the life of a Colonial boy or girl.
Students will also get to present to their classmates a Colonial occupation.
We are going to be learning about the story of Thanksgiving all month long diving deep into the
history of the Wampanoag Tribe to the story of the Pilgrims setting sail on the Mayflower to make their
own colony in the New World. We will experience a few STEM/STEAM projects along the way to deepen
our learning.
In math, we began our Addition and Subtraction with Double and Triple Digit Numbers Unit. Your child
will learn several strategies to help them solve these problems including the standard algorithm.
Please be open to learning new strategies along the way as well! :)
All this month we are focusing on the word gratitude. Students are looking to find examples of
gratitude amongst their classmates in order to gain brag tags. We will determine a house winner at the
end of the month. It is going to be a fabulous month full of learning and we have so much to be
thankful for! Happy Thanksgiving!

News from 3rd Grade (Mrs. Dunn, Mrs. Lanham, Mrs. McEldowney,
Mrs. Smith)
We are relieved to have the AIR reading tests behind us and we are proud of the hard work and
diligence by all third grade students. We enjoyed a short spooky show and a snack for our October AR
reading celebration and set new goals for November. Be sure to touch base with your child regarding
his or her goals and help them work towards their new goal.
In writing, students are anxious to get into informational texts. Students will try and emulate what
other popular nonfiction writers do, as well as learn to add graphics and text features that add more
information to the text.
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Math finds us digging deeper into multiplication and fact fluency. Students should learn a variety of
strategies to help them multiply rather quickly. Looking ahead, we will be heading into division. A
strong foundational understanding of multiplication and basic facts will help so much with their
understanding of division concepts.
We are anxious to meet our Cincinnati Financial Pen Pals face to face for the first time on Tuesday,
November 26th. Parents, be watching for information from your child’s teacher regarding food
donations that will be needed in order to show our appreciation and hospitality to our pen pal guests
as they visit our school that day. It is always a memorable day for our students.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday break with family and friends. We have so much for which to
be thankful!

News from 4th Grade (Mrs. Castle, Mrs. Elliott, Mrs. Miller, Ms.
Williams)
Fourth grade teachers would like to thank the parents who attended conferences. It is
always nice to get to know the parents of this great group of kids. We appreciate your
continued support that you give your child and us.
Students will be using their best writing skills as they work on Opinion pieces in writing
class. Finding evidence to support their opinions is important as we write about topics
that truly matter to students.
Mathletes have been multiplying two digit and three digit numbers using various
methods. As we head into November, they will continue to use those strategies to
attack two digit by two digit problems. Fluency with our math facts aids in this process
greatly, so keep studying those facts via xtramath! In addition to the partial products,
area model, and regrouping strategies, we have also been practicing estimation of
multiplication problems as well as getting help from our dear Aunt Sally to successfully
complete multi-operational problems.
We have been full STEAM ahead with our recycling project. Students have spent time
investigating the history of recycling along with the processes we use today. Working in
recycling teams, they became experts. Students also began designing posters for the
Jason Learning Recycling Contest. Finishing up our recycling project will have students
taking on the role of teacher as they educate and encourage all the students at Morgan
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to be more responsible with their waste. Towards the end of the month, students will
begin studying prehistoric native Americans and how the earth has changed due to slow
processes like weathering and erosion.

News from Art (Mrs. Beyersdoerfer) Music (Mr. Thatcher) P.E. (Mrs. Steigerwald)
ART: Enjoy an ART adventure! As the weather gets colder and changes, check out The
American Sign Museum or the Cincinnati Art Museum’s Family events! The muralist Kelsey
Montague has a couple new murals in Batesville, Indiana that are a fun photo opportunity for
you and the kids as well.
MUSIC: It’s a great day in the music room!
Upcoming Concerts: November 7th Third Grade 7:00 p.m. RHS
December 10th Fourth Grade 7:00 p.m. RHS
PHYSICAL EDUCATION: Thank you to everyone that participated in Laps for Colton! We
raised over $3,000! Students either walked or ran laps totalling 671 miles! WOW! As we move
inside and work around schedule changes, we will focus on health topics, teamwork, passing
and creating space in different activities and using various equipment. Stations will focus on
skill, locomotor and non-locomotor skills. We will also continue to work on our fitness goals.

News from Title I (Mrs. Roberson, Mrs. Shumate, Mrs. Volker)
It was so nice to meet everyone at our Fall Title One Open House and conference night. We just wanted
to take a moment to thank you for your support in making your student a great reader!
Kindergarten students are mastering their letter names and sounds and know many of their 25
kindergarten sight words.. We will be reading and writing word families this month. They have read many
books with excellent use of their reading fingers, beginning sounds and sight words. Comprehension skills
are growing as they not only recall facts, but are learning to predict what will happen next and understand
the feelings of the characters. They have learned so much in such a short time! Thanks so much for all
the work that you are doing at home!
First graders are working to learn their hunks and chunks and word families. We are working hard to learn
the difference between a short vowel sound and a long vowel sound. We are recognizing these word
parts in words as we read. Additionally, we are working hard to learn our sight words. It’s important to be
able to recognize these words as we read without hesitation because so many of them don’t follow the
traditional rules that we are learning about. Keep reading every single night! Great job first grade!
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Second grade students are setting goals! We are learning how to set small goals that can be achieved in
a month. We are also learning about the difference between fiction and nonfiction books. In nonfiction,
we are learning about text features such as: headings, titles, captions, labels, maps, and graphs. We are
learning why the author includes these items and how they’re helpful for understanding the book.
Additionally, we are practicing our hunks and chunks a couple of times a week. We are using our journal
to write many words that include these hunks and chunks. We also play fun games to review our sounds.
Students enjoy earning stickers on their incentive charts when they win!
Third graders are also making goals. Students are setting goals that are appropriate for their learning
path. We are learning important reading behaviors and strategies to use on our own and with an adult
while reading. We are learning to go deeper with our thinking. We are learning about main idea, author’s
message, author’s purpose, and inferencing. We are also learning the importance of re-reading for
understanding when the text doesn’t make sense the first time. Sometimes it’s because we made a
mistake, and sometimes it’s because we didn’t process what we read correctly. As a parent, it’s a huge
help for your student if you ask them to summarize what they read after they read. Examples of other
questions you can ask: What are the characters like? Where did the story take place? When did the story
take place (time of day, season, day of the week, month, night/day). Thank you for listening to your child
read every night. It’s a vital part of becoming a great reader!

News from the Office (Mrs. Kohlman, Mrs. Gentry):
Happy Thanksgiving from Gwen and Holly!!!

Student Council News:
This month Student Council will be sponsoring our annual canned food drive. We will be
collecting canned food/ non perishable food items for the RAMM food pantry beginning
Monday, November 11 and running until Friday, November 22. When students bring in their
items they are to take them to their classrooms so they can be counted and added to their
class total. There is a prize for the class that brings in the most canned food items. Last year
as a school we helped collect 1,746 items and we are hoping to reach that total again this
year. Items that are especially needed are breakfast items, canned pasta sauces, boxes of
pasta, and canned meats.

8

Morgan PTO Newsletter
2019-2020 PTO Officers
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

TREASURER

SECRETARY

Danielle Ruskaup
Sara Schoenecker

Randi Hale
Melissa Mason

Kelly Berry

Kaitlin Fliehman

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Nov. 8th

COSI on Wheels - http://bit.ly/COSI_11819

Nov. 14th

PTO Meeting @ 6:30

Dec. 2nd - 5th

Santa Shop

Dec. 5th

Cookies with Santa

Dec. 9th

Dine to Donate @ Eli’s

Dec. 11th

Staff Holiday Luncheon

Dec. 20th

Christmas Parties

WISHING YOU A HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND A BIG CARNIVAL THANK YOU!
Morgan PTO hopes all of you enjoy some time with family and friends this Thanksgiving! We’re
especially thankful to all the parents, grandparents, and caregivers who take the time to volunteer
and help with all of the activities that take place at school. If it weren’t for your time and commitment,
much of the “extras” we do for the students would not be possible.
We wanted to express our gratitude to the families, friends, staff and the volunteers for making the
Fall Carnival a huge success, one last time. We had numerous sponsors for the grill area as well as the
grand and basket raffle areas - it was those charitable donations that helped in making the night a
success as well. We were able to raise $16,000 to put right back into activities, programs, and
resources for our children at Morgan.
COOKIES WITH SANTA
PTO will again be sponsoring an evening of “Cookies with Santa” on Thursday, December 5th at 6 PM.
This annual tradition allows the children an opportunity to chat with Santa while enjoying cookies and
milk and a small craft. Also available during this evening is the opportunity to shop on hand spirit wear
and shop at the infamous Santa Shop with your kids.
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SANTA SHOP
Santa Shop is an activity organized by the PTO which gives Morgan students the opportunity to
purchase Christmas gifts for their family. All of the items in our shop have been bought at super
discounted prices throughout the year by our dedicated volunteers – this means the gift options are
coming from nice retail stores and can be modestly priced to make it affordable to the students.
Money can be sent in with your students on the day they are scheduled to shop. Parent volunteers will
help them choose their gifts. There are items for family, friends and even pets!!!
Be on the lookout for an opportunity to sign-up to be an “elf” during the school day helping the
students shop for their loved ones.
SPIRIT WEAR IS NOW ONLINE
Now that carnival is past us we have launched an online opportunity to shop at your convenience for
School Spirit items, most items are ‘made to order’ so if you order please anticipate some delivery
time to be involved. If we have the item in stock it should be a pretty quick turnaround, the shop can
be found at https://morgan-elementary-pto.square.site and any emails with questions can be sent
directly to our Spirit Wear account at morganpto.spiritwear@gmail.com.
YEARBOOK PHOTO SUBMISSION
If you have photos from the carnival or any other school function throughout the year that you would
like to share, that may get used in the yearbook, please send them to,
Morganelementaryyearbook@gmail.com.

November 2019
Kalli Sawyers & Aubre Cole
Morgan School Counselors
Kalli.Sawyers@rossrams.com

Aubre.Cole@rossrams.com

Hello Morgan Families! We are enjoying each day with your amazing kids. They truly make
Morgan a great place to be. We strive for our school to be a welcoming place where every
student feels like he or she belongs. We are reminding students to welcome others and act and
speak in safe, respectful, and responsible ways. Teachers have been using the Second Step
program, which includes lessons that support these behaviors. Support your child at home in
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welcoming others and acting and speaking in safe, respectful, and responsible ways.

The first unit in the Second Step p
 rogram teaches skills for learning. These include listening,
focusing attention, using self-talk to stay on-task, and being assertive when asking for help
with a learning task. In our weekly lessons and morning announcements, we’ll be reminding
students of these skills, which help students be successful learners.
In our Second Step lessons, students will be finishing up skills for learning and begin learning
about empathy. Empathy is feeling or understanding what someone else is feeling. There will
be more information about empathy in the December newsletter!
You’ll be receiving Home Links describing why these skills are important and including fun
activities to do with your child at home. Please let me know if you’d like more suggestions
about supporting skills for learning. Have a great Thanksgiving Break! We sure are thankful
to have you at Morgan. :)
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